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Fredericton High School
300 Priestman St, Fredericton, E3B 6J8
Parent School Support Committee - Meeting Minutes
Date: November 24, 2025
Location: Fredericton High School – C22
Time: 6:00PM

	PSSC Members: 
Katie Côté (Chair)
Jacqueline Reid (Secretary)
Moira Buyting
Mika Solway

PSSC Members Regrets: 
Mark Taylor
Andrea Addison
Pamela Kitchen (Vice-Chair)

Guests:
Stephanie McGrath (Career Connected Department)
Kayoe Stewart (Systems and PowerSchool SPR)
Mark Garnett (Vice Principal) - absent

	School Representation: 

Principal: 
Peter Batt

Teacher Representative:
Derek Bradford 

DEC Representation: 
Ruth Eden

Student Rep: 
Winter Daniels - absent



Call to order: 6:05 pm “We respectfully acknowledge the territory in which we gather is the unceded ancestral homeland of the Wulastukwey people.”      	

Approval of the agenda: 
· Motion to approve: Moira Buyting 
· Seconded: Derek Bradford
Approval of last meetings agenda: 
· Motion to approve: Mika Solway
· Seconded: Derek Bradford

Chair’s report: Katie Côté
· Review of our PSSC responsibilities

	In Scope
	Out of Scope

	Developing and monitoring the school improvement plan
	Individual teacher and staff issues

	Communicating with families and community
	Individual student behavior and academic issues

	Communicating with the District Education Council (DEC)
	Day-today operations (including facilities)

	Establishing school policies
	Fundraising

	Developing a positive school climate
	

	Preserving language and culture
	

	Nominating members of the school’s appeal committee
	

	School mission statement
	

	Establishing school policies
	



· Reminder to place cellphones on silent/vibrate mode.

Past Business:	
· Advertisement of PSSC Meetings
· PSSC meetings are mentioned in Peter Batts weekly Friday emails to the FHS parent/guardian community.
· PSSC Budget
· Katie motioned to discuss the spending of the PSSC budget of $2000 on the possible options of school signage, speaker series, etc. at the next meeting in December.  Motion passed.
· Speaker Series
· Discussion about holding a speaker series was deferred to December’s meeting due to Pam Kitchen’s absence.
· Provincial education plan consultations
· Moira mentioned that at the Fredericton session there was ~25 attendees and 7 questions were proposed to the group, but was unsure what they will get out of the consultations.
· Ruth mentioned that there were over 7000 responses to the online survey.

Principal’s report: Peter Batt
· Reminder that the PSSC budget of $2000.00 must be spent by the end of February 2026.
· Refer to the attached PSSC – Principal’s Report – Nov. 24, 2025

Student’s report: Winter Daniels - absent

Teacher’s report: Derek Bradford 
· Teacher Concerns:
· Cell phone usage in class and hallways is often discussed.  Some teachers want a school-wide ban, while some want a district-wide ban.  There will be a meeting on December 3 to review the electronic usage policy (which includes cell phone usage).
· There is continued congestion in the student drop-off / pick-up area of FHS which is causing issues.
· Teacher Successes:
· Renewed the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award – an international award program for self-motivated learning that students can work towards achieving up to the age of 24.  Details can be found online at https://www.dukeofed.org/ 
· Grade 9 students seem to be better at putting away cell phones than other grades.
· “Take Out Kids to Work” day on November 5 went well.

DEC Report: Ruth Eden
· There were no public meetings to discuss since the last PSSC meeting.
· The next public DEC meeting will take place on December 11 at Knowledge Park Drive, Fredericton.

Guest Presenter 1: Stephanie McGrath (Career Connected Department)
· Discussed the Career Connected Department which includes a large variety of skill trades and business courses.
· FHS students are required to take a few courses of their choosing before graduation.
· Fredericton Toyota recently reached out to the department this year to donate tools and machinery (vehicle hoists, scanners, used Toyota vehicles, etc.) to the school, along with a technician to help teach students free of charge.  Meetings will be held soon to go over and finalize the details.

Guest Presenter 2: Kayoe Stewart (Systems and PowerSchool SPR)
· In charge of the FHS website, the FHS electronic sign outside of the school, runs the Innovation Lab maker space, and assists with getting parents/guardians and students enrolled and setup in PowerSchool.
· Each year, more families are enrolled in PowerSchool as they enter FHS due to the middle schools enrolling families, which is increasing the usage of PowerSchool to keep up to date with student class progress.
· There were 1107 Parent/Teacher online interviews set up this fall which is an increase from last years ~900 online interviews for the fall and winter semester Parent/Teacher interviews.

Guest Presenter 3: Mark Garnett (Vice Principal of students with surnames starting with E, Si-Z) – absent

Future Agenda Items:
· PSSC Budget Options
· School Improvement Plan 
· Speaker Series – proposed by Pam Kitchen
· ASDW Tutor List – proposed by Jacqueline Reid
 
Correspondence: None

Adjournment: 7:00 pm

Date of Next Meetings:  December 15, 2025 at 6 p.m. in FHS room C22


PSSC – Principal’s Report – Nov. 24, 2025
· Since our previous meeting, we have completed all remaining school safety drills.
· Started review of course selection process (focus = improvements and efficiencies) ahead of the February rollout of the course selection for the 2026-27 school year.
· Remembrance Day Assembly held on Nov. 7th – student led and organized – was well planned, well executed and appreciated by the school community
· PL for staff on Nov. 10th – focus on the School Plan:  sharing of department goals; sharing of various resources related to planning and preparation; time to dig into department goal with colleagues
· Finalized job postings for additional FTE we were allocated in September because of an increase in our student population, relative to May, 2025.  Two positions (full time, semester II) will start on Jan. 28th and remain in the role until the end of the school year.  
· Report Cards were issued on Nov. 17th and Parent/Teacher Interviews were held on Nov. 20th and Nov. 21st.  
· The FHS Art Gallery opened on Nov. 19th and will remain open each school day throughout the rest of semester I.
· MADD Canada presented to our grade 10 students on Nov. 20th. 
· Admin is currently working with SPRs around EECD’s recently developed protocols (province/system wide) in response to chronic absenteeism.  Staff will be updated at an upcoming staff meeting, ahead of the implementation (start of semester II). 
· Progress continues in the former ASDW wing.  All furniture has been removed and painting of hallways commenced on Nov. 24th.  Our target date for moving the resource department into their new space is still February, 2026. 
· Various projects remain on the go:
· Signage update for the exterior of the building, throughout the property
· Transformation of E100 (computer lab)
· Sports field on property – rock border
· Main entryway refresh 
· Production is set to go!  Full dress rehearsals will occur in front of all grade 9s on Nov. 24th and all grade 10s on Nov. 25th.  Public Shows: Nov. 26th-29th.
· Chris Gray – former professional wrestler! – will be in the city next week to speak at the NB Student Leadership Conference.  He will also come to FHS to speak to grade 9 & 11 students on Nov. 28th about: Making an Impact – Choosing the Path of Positive Influence. 
· The Multicultural Association of Fredericton is working with two student groups (the Black Kat Ambassadors & the Positive Action Committee) to offer a Diversity, Inclusion & Anti-Racism presentation to students across all grade levels.  This session is designed to help students build their skill sets around respectful, welcoming and inclusive peer-to-peer interactions.  The presentations will run throughout the day on Dec. 8th.  
· ELPA preparation is commencing, with support classes being organized for early December and into January for students who need to rewrite the assessment. (schedule: rewrites – Jan. 14th-16th; 9s – Jan. 19th-23rd)
· The Stadacona Band of the RCN will be performing in the building on Dec. 2nd.  
· Upcoming Date:
· Dec. 19th – last day before holiday break
· Jan 5th – first day after holiday break
· Jan. 19th-23rd – assessment week (including ELPA & PIF/FILA assessments)
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